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District Governor’s Message

D
ear Brothers and Sisters of Capitol District #3.

I want to thank the District delegates for the faith that they had in me to elect me 
the new District Governor. It is truly an honor to serve in this capacity and I will 
work hard to warrant the confi dence you have in me to maintain the high quality 
exhibited by Past District Governors.

My year started with attendance at the Supreme Convention in Las Vegas. I had 
the pleasure to meet  AHEPANs, Daughters, Maids, and Sons from all over the 
country. It is interesting to hear what chapters are doing relative to membership, 
fundraising, and projects involving their community in other parts of the coun-
try. While there the newly elected District Governors met with the Supreme Vice 

President George Loucas to briefl y discuss what the Supreme Lodge expected of us during the 2016/2017 
year. One of the main things that I came away with from this convention was the feeling that we are one big 
family and should strive hard to support one another. AHEPAN Chapters are being asked this year to assist 
the Sons of Pericles to grow their chapters nationally. The Supreme Lodge of the Sons only asks that the 
AHEPAN chapters identify some young men in their particular area that the AHEPAN chapter feels are good 
candidates for starting a new Sons of Pericles chapter. The Sons Supreme Lodge will send a contact person in 
to work with these young men to try and start a Sons chapter. The Supreme President’s two main goals for the 
2016/2017 year are to increase membership and to complete the commitment that AHEPA made 
to donate $1,000,000 to the St, Nicholas Church at the Shrine in NYC. He asks that chapters take 
a look at their chapter’s delinquent list & start contacting the members on this list in an eff ort to bring them 
back into the chapter as  active members.  In regards the AHEPA commitment, we are at the $600,000 level 
and need to raise an additional $400,000. He asks every chapter to double their eff orts to donate to this wor-
thy cause. The Supreme Lodge has established a raffl  e for car on a three year lease arrangement with tickets 
costing $100.00. I have tickets available for anyone who wishes to take a raffl  e ticket.

In September, I attended the District Governor’s Conference in DC. This event was well attended with 161 
members from AHEPA, Daughters, Sons, and Maids. This conference had not been held in DC for three 
years and all the attendees were pleased that it was resurrected. I had the opportunity to spend more time 
with District Governors from across the country. I picked up some ideas from most that I had conversations 
with. I also spent time with the Supreme Governor for Region #2 - Tony Dragos. This is Tony’s 2nd time as 
Supreme Governor and he is a former Supreme Treasurer. He has a wealth of experience on which to draw. 
I intend to take advantage of this fact since he is close by in Pennsylvania. He has already started visiting 
chapters in our District.

My fi rst visit of this year was with the Newport News Chapter #241. I had the pleasure of giving the Oath 
of Offi  ce to the newly elected Chapter Offi  cers of not only Chapter #241 but also the Williamsburg Chapter 
#427.  The Williamsburg chapter resurrected itself from inactivity last year through the eff orts of Brother 
Charlie Stayton and his Offi  cers and the assistance of former District Governor George Papaspyrou. On this 
visit also I had the distinct honor of addressing not only AHEPANS but also the Daughters Chapter as both 
organizations meet on the same day in the their wonderful facilities at the St. Constantine & Helen Orthodox 
Church. It was nice to see this fi ne example of the AHEPA family coming together to share a meal and then 
to have their individual chapter meetings. Kudos to Fr. George Chirios, Pastor of St. Constantine & Helen 
church for his gracious hospitality and for serving as chaplain for the #241 chapter. I had an opportunity to 
address the members of Chapter #241 and tell them about some things going on in the District and the Su-
preme Lodge.                        

I was supposed to attend the Athenian Night at the Raleigh/Durham Chapter #277 on Saturday, October the 
8th but hurricane Matthew denied me the opportunity.                                      (continued on Page 2)
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The chapter switched the event to the following Saturday but I was already committed to walking in a 5K 
in Baltimore to raise funds for IOCC projects. I am defi nitely going to miss the opportunity to present the 
award for District AHEPAN of the Year to Brother Larry Odzak. What a great example of being an AHE-
PAN Larry is and this award is well deserved! The Chapter and I are working on fi nding another event 
where Larry can receive his much deserved award.

We have to acknowledge that the District Scholarship program did not go smoothly last year as there was 
confusion over the qualifi cations of some applicants and a delay in mailing checks to awardees. One of 
the main complaints from chapters was not knowing whether applications submitted from their chapter 
had been accepted by the Scholarship Committee chairman.  We have changed the application submittal 
process this year to include on the application, the email address of the applicant so that the Scholarship 
Committee chairman can acknowledge by email that the application submitted was received. In addition 
to sending an email to the applicant, he will also send one to the Chapter President of the chapter the ap-
plicant belongs to. We will discourage applicants from sending applications with Return Receipt Re-
quested as this has caused problems if the receipt requires the Scholarship Committee Chairman to sign. 
He travels much in his job and is not always available to sign these receipts. This causes the application to 
be returned to the sender. We believe the new process will solve the problem of applicants not knowing if 
their application was received by the District.

There were some noteworthy events in October . The Supreme President visited and met with members 
of  the Baltimore area chapters on Monday, October 17th at a dinner in his honor at Ikaros restaurant 
in Baltimore.  Three Baltimore area chapters were represented - Worthington Chapter #30, Lord Balti-
more Chapter #364, and Frederick Chapter #516. 41 chapter members attended this dinner. The Supreme 
President outlined his goals for the coming year and especially emphasized the need to reach out to the 
community and let them  know what AHEPA is all about.  He gave examples of great things that chapters 
across the  country have been doing for their communities. Unfortunately, he said that these great com-
munity events where not publized to the whole community and to other chapters in the US.  He urged all 
chapters to get involved with the community in their area and to publicize their events. He answered many 
questions from the members in attendance.  Two local Orthodox Parish priests were also in attendance. 
This was their fi rst time learning about the  AHEPA organization and the good things that it was doing 
nationally and internationally.

The Supreme President met with the Washington Metro area chapters on Tuesday, October 18th at a din-
ner hosted by Chapter #438 in their church hall at St. Katherine’s Greek Orthodox church in Falls Church, 
Va. This event was also well attended by members of  Chapter #31, Chapter #383, and Chapter #438.  
The Supreme President continued his emphasis of asking chapters to engage with their communities and 
publicize their events. He asked members to donate to the rebuilding of the St.  Nicholas Church at the 
National Shrine. He asks them to not forget that 33 Greeks died that day in 2011. He was a survivor of that 
event and has pledged to never forget all of those who died on that day in New York, the Pentagon, and 
in Pennsylvania. He encouraged chapters to embrace the young people of the community and get them to 
join AHEPA. 

He asked that we fi nd a way to engage with these young people as their ideas of community, service, etc. 
are diff erent then the way that we have been used to from our members over the years. They are our future 
and we need to understand them and engage them to build a better future for our chapters. He answered 
many questions from those attending.

At this dinner, I had the pleasure of presenting the Chapter of the Year Award to the #438 Chapter and the 
Chapter President of the Year Award to John Papathannasou. Both were richly deserved!

The fi rst District Workshop will be held in Baltimore hosted by the Lord Baltimore Chap-
ter on Saturday, November 12th in their Chapter room. The 2nd District Workshop will be 
held in conjunction with the Daughters of Penelope Mid-Year Conference at  St. Katherine’s 
Greek Orthodox facility in Falls Church, VA hosted by Chapter #438. I encourage all mem-
bers of those area chapters to attend these workshops. More information relative to the 
workshops will be forthcoming via a fl yer.
                                                                                                                                       (continued on Page 3)

District Governor’s Message (continued from Page 1)
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D
ear Sisters, Fall is here and all of our Chapters in District #3 have begun 
their hard work with their many events and philanthropic endeavors.  

We hold our PDG Kathy Matrakas motto:  Transparency and Communication.  
As an organization we hold these two close to heart as this is what makes all the 
chapters as well as the District work.  Let’s all keep up the good work and keep 
Alexandra’s dream alive.

The new Lodge elected at the Norfolk Convention are as follows with their Liai-
son Chapters listed behind their names.

• District Governor:  Renee Mozingo (Harmonia #366, Charis Eleni #337, Hestia #416)
• Lt. Governor/District Marshall:  Lynn Francis (Hermione #11, Helle #283)
• Secretary:  Sondra Sealine (Alcmene #27, Venus #102)
• Treasurer:  Loretta Kirk (Antiklea #68)
• MOA Advisor:  Yiotta Hasapis-Hasty (Ktimene #70, Vesta #237)
• District Advisor:  Kathy Matrakas, PDG (Kirki #313, Arion #298)

At the AHEPA Supreme Convention in Las Vegas, NV the following National DOP Awards were presented 
to Helle Ch. 283 with greater than 10 initiates at a meeting and a Growth & Expansion Challenge Award 
(Dec 2015) for Hermione Ch. 11 ($100 Starbucks Gift Card).  CONGRATULATIONS   

On September 17, Sister Lynn and I attended the District Governor’s Seminar in Washington, DC and we 
had the pleasure of meeting all our Grand Lodge offi  cers for the coming year, as well as many other dis-
trict governors and our AHEPA Brothers. Our District 3 Grand Governor liaison is Katherine Karafotias 
and she is looking forward to attending many chapter and district events. Please mark your calendars for 
our mid=year conference to be held February 25, 2017 at Saint Katherine Greek Orthodox Church in Falls 
Church. Until then I wish everyone a very good year.

In Theta Pi,

Renee Mozingo
District 3 DOP Governor

Daughters of Penelope - District Governor’s Message

District Governor’s Message (continued from Page 2)

Our 2017 District Convention will be held in Charlotte, NC hosted by Chapter #2 on June 
16-18th.  A fl yer will be sent out as soon as the host chapter solidifi es the convention arrangements. Re-
member the 2017 convention will be a one day convention (Saturday) with a Friday night social event. This 
one day convention arrangement is being held on a trial basis to see if attendees like the process and feel it 
should continue in the future. At the end of the business meeting, a vote will be taken whether to continue 
the one day convention process or return to a two day convention.

The Supreme Convention for 2017 will be held in Orlando, Florida at the Disney Yacht & Beach Club on 
July 24- 30th. MARK YOUR CALENDARS!

Finally, I have posted my visit schedule to District chapters and events on the District website. If you 
would like me to visit or attend one of your chapter’s events, please look at my schedule and if there are 
no confl icts, send me an email with the particulars so I can put it on my schedule. I will try to get to some 
Daughters events also this year in an eff ort to make them more a part of the AHEPHA family environment. 

Looking forward to seeing many of you before the end of the year.

Fraternally yours,

Bill Bond
AHEPA District #3 Governor
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O
n June 11, 2016, the Daughter’s of Penelope District 3 Lodge presented an award 
to DOP Executive Director Elena Skardis Saviolakis for her 10 years of service to 
our District 3 and our DOP Sisterhood with the inscription on the award reading:

For Dedicated & Distinguished Service of our Capital District 3 & our Sisterhood 
2006-2016 - Presented on June 11, 2016

The presentation took place at the Hermione Chapter 11 End of Year luncheon held at Myko-
nos Restaurant in Rockville, MD.  In the above photo (L to R): Hermione Ch. 11 President Elisa-
vet Vrahopoulou, ED/Hermione Sister Elena Skardis Saviolakis, PDG Kathy L. Matrakas, 
PGG/PDG Mary Georghiou & Elena’s Mother and fellow Hermione Sister, Barbara Skardis.

Daughters of Penelope - District Lodge Award Presentation

TRIO-GRAM Editorial Policy

The Trio-Gram is an offi  cial Newsletter Publication of Capital District 3, Order of AHEPA Fra-
ternal Organization. All articles and commentaries which are submitted by AHEPA family mem-
bers should directly refl ect the AHEPA mission and business.The Trio-Gram serves to unite our 
membership and to promote and maintain a mutual and fraternal understanding amongst all 
AHEPA family members. Articles are published based on this policy as well as space limitations.

ARTICLE SUMBISSIONS

The deadline to submit articles and pictures for the upcoming Spring 2017 Issue is on March 31, 2017. 
All articles and photos must be submitted by email to the Editor.

Editor: Evan Almyrantis
Email: evan1762@yahoo.com
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85th Annual Capitol District 3 Convention - 2016 - Norfolk, VA

O
n behalf of the Robert E. Lee, #122, in Norfolk, VA, PP Rhett Russell, PSG and Convention Chairman 
Paul Angelson,  and all the Brothers, we want to thank you for attending the 85th Annual AHEPA 
Capital District 3 Convention and celebrating our 90th Year Anniversary. An event like this had been 

in the works for a long time, and we are thrilled that we were fi nally able to accomplish such a gathering. 
PDG George Papaspyrou and DOP PDG Kathy Matrakas along with more than 60 district delegates and 
their spouses were able to be present. We were honored to have in attendance PSP John Galanis, PSG Jim 
Stasios and PSG Dorothea Williams as well as other Past Supreme Presidents, Past Supreme Governors, 
and Past District Governors from AHEPA and the Daughters of Penelope. We had a very successful event 
and it was, in part, due to all of you making the commitment to attend this year’s District 3 Convention.

We got together for a few days and enjoyed the fraternal camaraderie during the meetings. We discussed 
issues aff ecting our chapters and district in relation to the national perspective. By reminding ourselves 
why we are Brothers and Sisters, we fueled our desire to serve. We must embrace change and realize we 
must work harder and smarter to accomplish our mission and goals. There were over 90 people in atten-
dance at the Friday Night Greek Social and over 220 people in attendance at Saturday’s Grand Banquet. 
We made great connections, created many memories, and shared lots of laughs. There was lively music, 
delicious food, wonderful atmosphere but most importantly great company and especially “Kefi ”.

See everyone at the 86th Annual AHEPA District 3 Convention in Charlotte, NC!

Newly elected District Governor Bill Bond 
being sworn in by PSP John Galanis

(L-R): PSP Spiro Macris, Chp.122 VP Mike Zarpas,  PST Tom Owens, Chp.122 Tres. Manos Sakiotis, 
PDG Demetrius Govotsos,  Andy Kopassis, PSP John Galanis, PSG Jim Stasios , PSG Paul Angelson, 
PDG Ted Maroulis, Dist.Warden Angelo Toutsi, Chp.122 Pres. Evan Almyrantis, PSG Pete Nickolas

Newly elected 2016-2017 District 3 Lodge (L-R): DLG 
Nick Forakis, DT George Papaspyrou, PSP John Gala-
nis, DG Bill Bond, DW Angelo Toutsi, DS Steve Goodson
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T
he Order of AHEPA, hosted its 94th Grand 
Banquet, the pinnacle event of the annual 
Supreme Convention, July 28, at The Mirage 

Hotel and Resort, Las Vegas, Nev.  The Grand Ban-
quet serves to honor excellence in the community 
as well as dedication from within the AHEPA fam-
ily of organizations. District 3 was represented by 13 
delegates from 7 chapters. Our Trio-Gram won the 
second place award for Best National publication. 
Congratulations to Brother Evan Almyrantis.

This year, the principal honoree for the 94th AHE-
PA Grand Banquet was Mr. Basile Katsikis, come-
dian, entertainer, and voice talent; who received 
the 2016 AHEPA Academy of Achievement Award 
in the Arts.  Past Supreme President Ike Gulas and 
then Supreme President John Galanis presented 
him with the award, thanking “Basile the Comedian” for bring communities together through comedy and 
laughter and for his charitable giving. Among the many charitable causes Basile has raised funds for is 
AHEPA’s Cooley’s Anemia Foundation, which is chaired by Gulas.

“Mr. Katsikis is a dedicated Hellene and Ahepan who shares AHEPA’s commitment to all facets of its mis-
sion, most notably, philanthropy,” Galanis said. “From his professional achievements to his charitable 
work in the community, AHEPA is thrilled to present him with this well-deserved honor.  We are proud 
to count Mr. Katsikis as an Ahepan because he truly fulfi lls the organization’s mission on a daily basis.”

94th Annual Supreme Convention - July 2016 - Las Vegas, NV

(L-R): District 3 table: Kathy Matthews, NBD Nick Matthews, DG Bill Bond, AHEPAn of the Year 
Larry Odzak, PSG Jim Stasios, Maria Stasios, DT George Papaspyrou, PDG Kathy  Matrakas

Newly elected Supreme President Andrew Zacha-
riades with D3 AHEPAn of the Year Larry Odzak Supreme Convention District 3 Attendees
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Fayetteville - Chapter 9

G
reetings Brothers.  From Fayetteville, NC, we wish you a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year.  
On Monday, October 24, our chapter hosted Supreme Governor Tony Drakos at our monthly mee-
ting which was followed by a delicious meal prepared by a team of our brothers led by Tasos Hasapis.  

Also in attendance were Past Supreme Governor Jim Stasios and his wife Maria.  The chapter presented a 
check to SG Drakos and PSG Stasios to support the rebuilding of the St Nicholas National Shrine.  Brother 
Tony was also presented a framed proclamation and a gift bag from the Cumberland County Commissio-
ners Marshall Faircloth and Jimmy Keefe as well 
as a proclamation and coin from Mayor Nat Ro-
bertson on behalf of the Fayetteville City Coun-
cil.  Chapter Vice President Tal Baggett made a 
beautiful hand turned black walnut gavel which 
we presented to SG Drakos as a remembrance of 
his visit to Fayetteville Chapter No. 9

Prior to the meeting some of our brothers pre-
pared 52 hot meals which were delivered by our 
church, Sts Constantine & Helen, to a team of 
relief workers headed by IOCC member “Deacon 
Dan,” who is leading a hurricane relief eff ort here 
in the Fayetteville area to clean up some of the da-
mage caused by Hurricane Matthew.   The IOCC 
arrived in Fayetteville towards the middle of Oc-
tober and stayed 2-3 weeks assisting in clean-up 
eff orts. They also recruited local volunteers to 
help out with the eff ort.  It was a beautiful thing 
to see them helping here after reading about the 
assistance they provide to various trouble spots 
all over the world.  

Fayetteville Chapter No. 9 is preparing to man a food booth as a fundraiser at Cumberland County’s up-
coming 50th annual Holly Day Fair which will take place Nov 3-6.  Tens of thousands of local residents as 
well as many from surrounding counties come to this event to shop for Christmas.  Our food booth, chaired 
by Brother Steve Goodson,  is one of two major fundraisers our chapter does every year to fund our scho-
larship and charity programs.

Fraternally,     

J. Lee Warren, Chapter President

Fayetteville

North Carolina

(L-R): District Court Judge and Chapter 9 Vice President 
Talmage Baggett; Supreme Governor Anthony Drakos; 
Chapter 9 President Lee Warren

$1,000 to the St. Nicholas Restoration & 
Shrine (L-R): Chp.Sec Joe DaRosa, Chp.
VP Hon. Talmage Baggett, Chp.Pres. Lee 
Warren, SGov. Anthony Drakos, PSG Jim 
Stasios, PSG; Chp.CSec John Bantsolas



Attendees at the Fall District Workshop in Baltimore, MD
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Sir Walter Raleigh, Chapter 10
Raleigh

North Carolina

T
he Sir Walter Raleigh Chapter of AHEPA has been busy in 2016.  In March, we hosted the March 
25th Greek Independence Day luncheon where a lovely meal was served and the church family enjo-
yed performances by the Holy Trinity Greek Dancers and poems that were recited by the students of 

our Greek School program.  Later in the spring, our chapter was honored to be able to award scholarships 
to two young men in our parish who will be attending college in the fall.  We enjoyed our year-end event at 
a Durham Bulls game, despite the heatwave.  Along with the Ladies Philoptochos, we co-hosted a commu-
nity brunch on August 21st, which benefi tted the St. Nicholas Shrine at Ground Zero in NYC.  The Brothers 
worked hard at Holy Trinity’s 35th Annual Greek Festival, which took place September 9—11th at the NC 
State Fairgrounds in Raleigh.  It was a huge success, with portions of the proceeds to benefi t Habitat for 
Humanity.  We also represented Greece at the 31st International Festival of Raleigh on October 14—16th.  
This was our major fundraiser of the year and all hands were on deck.  As you can see, our members have 
really displayed their dedication and commitment to our chapter this past year.

As we approach 2017, we look forward to welcoming new members.  We thank our out-going chapter Pre-
sident, Wesley Starr, for his dedication and hard work over the last few years, and we welcome our new 
President, Charles Karvelas, who will no doubt be a great asset, along with the new board, as we move 
forward in promoting Hellenism, goodwill, fellowship and friendship among our church and greater com-
munity.

District Workshops - 2016/2017

T
he Fall District Workshop was held 
on November 12th at the Lord Bal-
timore Chapter #364 in Baltimore, 

MD. Four chapters of the Baltimore/Wa-
shington area were represented.

The next District Workshop will be  
held on February 25, 2017 in con-
junction with the Daughters of Pene-
lope Mid-Year Conference at  St. 
Katherine’s Greek Orthodox facility 
in Falls Church, VA. It will be hosted 
by the Peter Derzis Chapter #438. 
All members are encouraged to at-
tend the workshop.

Brothers of Sir Walter Raleigh, Chapter 10 at a Durham Bulls baseball game
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Worthington, Chapter 30

Worthington Chapter #30 has been busy in 2016.  On February 7, we served a pancake breakfast as a fund-
raiser at the Annunciation Cathedral in Baltimore and subsequently donated the proceeds to a needy per-
son in the church community who was suff ering from a very severe medical condition.   On February 21, we 

held our Past Presidents’ Banquet, at which we honored all of our past presidents, most notably Brother Bill Bond, 
to whom we presented an award for his four years of outstanding service as our chapter’s president.  In presenting 
service pins, we also gave special recognition to Brother Harry Pappas for his 64 years as an Ahepan!     On March 12, 
Brother Tony Ziesat, who is a professional vocalist, performed a benefi t concert at a Baltimore nightclub, in support 
of the building fund for St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and National Shrine at the World Trade Center.  In ad-
dition to our monetary contribution, the event provided an opportunity to educate the public about that important 
project.  To supplement Brother Tony’s presentation, Brother Dean Triantafi lou of the IOCC provided brochures 
about the church and the building fund, which we distributed at the concert. On March 13, we served a Greek dinner 
to the residents of Baltimore Station, a housing facility and supportive service dedicated primarily to helping disad-
vantaged veterans.

     
Continuing an annual tradition, we marched in the Greek In-
dependence Day parade in Baltimore on April 3. On October 
17, we hosted the Supreme President’s Dinner in Baltimore 
(see photos), with the participation of Lord Baltimore Chapter 
#364 and Frederick Chapter #516.  Supreme President An-
drew Zachariades delivered an informative, inspiring speech 
about our national organization’s mission and plans for the 
year, followed by an extensive question-and-answer period.  
We were also honored to have in attendance Executive Di-
rector Basil Mossaidis.  Father Michael Pastrikos and Father 
Duane Johnson led us in prayer, and District Governor Bill 
Bond served as the M.C. for the event.  Congressman John 
Sarbanes and Maryland State Senator Catherine Pugh visited 
us briefl y in the course of the evening.

     
As we do every year, we will be working in food services at the 
Annunciation Cathedral’s Greek Festival on November 4-6.  
We will hold our annual Veterans Day luncheon on November 
13, at which time we will not only honor our veterans, but we 
will also confer scholarships upon fi ve deserving students.  We are committed to following our Supreme President’s 
lead in expanding our services to the needy during the holiday season, educating the public about AHEPA, and wel-
coming new, young members (three recent recruits!), encouraging them to contribute their skills to our organization.

Baltimore

Maryland

Supreme President’s Dinner: Front Row (L-R): Chp 364 Pres. Michael Mavronis, Supreme President 
Andrew Zachariades, District Governor Bill Bond;  Standing Rows: Members of Chapter 30, Chapter 
364 and Chapter 516

Supreme President Andrew Zachariades taking ques-
tions from brother AHEPAns



Attendees at the 1st Annual AHEPA Oyster Roast
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Robert E. Lee, Chapter 122

A
fter hosting the 85th Annual Capitol District 3 Convention in June, the Robert E. Lee, Chapter 
122 took a two month summer hiatus. During the September General Meeting, the Chairman of 
the Nominating Committee, Brother John Perros, recommended the new slate of offi  cers to the 

membership body. The newly elected offi  cers were confi rmed and sworn in: Chapter President Evan Al-
myrantis, Vice President Mike Zarpas, Treasurer Manos Sakiotis, and Secretary Mike Douklias. Outgoing 
President Rhett Russell and Secretary Yiannis Papelis were recognized and congratulated.

On Saturday, October 22, 2016, Chapter 122 held it’s 1st Annual AHEPA Oyster Roast. The event was very 
successful with half of the proceeds, $1,500, was being donated to the Ionian Village Rebuilding Fund to 
assist with the cleaning and rebuilding of the campsite that was damaged during heavy storms. The fund-
raiser event was the brainchild of  the younger members of our chapter, Chairman George Stepanovich and 
his Cochairmen, John Angelson and Dr. Chris Nicholas. 

On November 2, 2016, the Chapter celebrated its 90th 
Year Anniversary to the day. The dinner was free to all 
the members and new member recruits that were in-
vited to attend. Everyone enjoyed the outdoor cookout 
and especially the slideshow presentation that show-
cased pictures of past members and events of the Chap-
ter. After the slideshow, a plaque was given to Brother 
Don Albee as the 2015-2016 AHEPAN of the Year of the 
Chapter. Brother Don has been very instrumental in 
providing the majority of the prizes, beverages and oth-
er favors  during the last 5 years for the Chapter’s Annu-
al Educational Scholarship Golf Tournament. Although 
not of Greek ancestry, Brother Don’s enthusiasm and 
philotimo is contagious. In December the Chapter will 
be placing wreaths on the headstones at the local cemetary for all deceased AHEPAn brothers.

Norfolk

Virginia

(L-R): Chapter Chaplain Pete Nicholas, Brother 
Don Albee, Chap.President Evan Almyrantis
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O
n September 22, 2016, Bill Bond, District Governor, installed the offi  cers of our chapter and that 
of our neighboring chapter, Colonial Chapter #427 of Williamsburg, VA. Our chapter will be led 
by Brother Nick J. Matthews, who has graciously off ered to serve once again as Chapter President. 

Brother Nick has previously served the Brotherhood as District Governor, Supreme Governor and Member 
of the National Board of Trustees. The Colonial Chapter will be led by Chapter President Charlie Stayton.

Monthly meetings will continue to be preceded with a delicious dinner prepared by our Ahepa 
chefs and shared with our sisters from the Charis Eleni Chapter #337 of the Daughters of Penelope.                                                                                                         
Several planned events include the AGORA (Greek Market), our Christmas Party with the Daughters; the 
Super Bowl Party; Casino Night and the Scholarship Awards Luncheon in May 2017.

O
n October 17 the Supreme President travelled 
down to District 3. The President was honored 
to be able to attend a dinner hosted by District 

#3 Governor Bill Bond. Over 40 members of the sur-
rounding chapters attended. Included were members of 
AHEPA Chapter 30, 364, and 516. Congressman John 
Sarbanes ( an active member of the Baltimore AHEPA) 
also attended and welcomed the Supreme President to 
District 3. The Mayor of Baltimore Elect Katherine E. 
Pugh stopped by to welcome our Supreme President. 
Two of the local parish priests - Fr. Michael Pastrikos 
of St. Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and Fr. Duane 
Johnson of the Annunciation Cathedral were also in at-
tendance. Executive Director Basil Mossaidis accompa-
nied the Supreme President.

District Governor Bill Bond giving the oath of 
President to (L-R): Chapter 427 Charlie Stayton 
and Chapter 241 Nick Matthews

Woodrow Wilson Chapter 241
Newport News

Virginia

District Governor Bill Bond presenting the 
District AHEPAN of the Year, 2014-2015 to past 
Chapter President John Dermanis

Supreme President Visits with Baltimore Area Chapters

(L-R): Supreme President Andrew Zacharia-
des, Congressman John Serbanes and District 
Governor Bill Bond
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Mary Washington, Chapter 290

O
ur beloved Jean “John” Xydias passed away at his home, 
with his loved ones at his side, on Wednesday, Sept. 28, 
2016. John was born on February 11, 1947 in Kalamata, 

Greece to Kyriakos and Vasiliki (Gouros) Xydias. After immigrat-
ing to the U.S., John graduated with Bachelor and Masters Degrees 
in Mechanical Engineering from Rochester Institute of Technol-
ogy. He married Eleanor “Ellen” Gorman in 1973 in Rochester, 
NY. John retired from Eastman Kodak after 25 years. He and Ellen 
moved to Lake of the Woods, Orange County, VA in 2011. John was 
very active in his community, serving on various committees with 
the LOW Association, the Fredericksburg Nativity of the Theoto-
kos Greek Orthodox Church, and AHEPA; and building and fl ying 
model aircraft with the Academy of Model Aeronautics. John will 
truly be missed.  On behalf of the parishioners, the Parish Coun-
cil would like to pass along our condolences to John’s family and 
friends. May his memory be eternal.

Fredericksburg

Virginia

In Memoriam of John Xydias

Lord Baltimore, Chapter 364 Baltimore

Maryland

L
ord Baltimore  Chapter #364 announces another successful Golf Tournament  “under our belts” 
for this year. The sec-
ond Michael G. Athas 

/ Deno Yenias Golf Tourna-
ment   was played at Moun-
tain Branch Golf course in 
Fallston, Maryland . Sixty-
fi ve golfers signed up for a 
great day of golf and fellow-
ship . The golf tournament 
was  played October 10, 
2016.  We were honored to 
have WBAL Meteorologist 
, Tony Pann, as our guest. 
Proceeds from the tourna-
ment went to our chapter’s 
scholarship fund.

On October 17, Lord Baltimore Chapter #364 and Worthington Chapter #30 welcomed Supreme President 
Andrew Zachariades to Baltimore for a meet and greet dinner at Ikaros Restaurant in Baltimore‘s Greek-
town. All the Brothers enjoyed a night of ! ne dinning and Brotherhood. 
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Durham, NC, Chapter 277
Durham

North Carolina

A
HEPA brothers of North Carolina’s two chapters - Raleigh #10 and Durham #277 -  spent time 
fraternizing, planning AHEPA events, and enjoying a baseball game at the Durham Bulls Ballpark.   
The combined AHEPA group took possession of two whole “terrace sections”  and cheered on the 

local team, the Durham Bulls; unfortunately, the Bulls did not have a good day. 

On Saturday, October 15th, offi  cers and 
members of Durham’s chapter 277 held 
their traditional fall dinner dance, at-
tended by many local guests as well as 
visitors from surrounding communi-
ties, such as Fayetteville and Raleigh.   
AHEPA’s District #3 Secretary brother 
Steve Goodson brought fraternal greet-
ings from the District Lodge and spoke to 
the gathering.   St. Barbara Greek Dance 
Troupe entertained the guests.   Delicious 
food and delightful DJ music marked the 
whole evening of dining and dancing, as 
guests from Durham and surrounding 
communities thoroughly enjoyed this 
event, organized and conducted by members of Durham’s AHEPA.

On October 23, 2016, Supreme Governor of Region 2, brother Anthony Drakos, visited two AHEPA chap-
ters in the “heart of North Carolina”  – Sir Walter Raleigh #10 and Durham #277.     At a dinner reception, 
held in Raleigh’s renown restaurant Casa Carbone, fellowship and brotherhood prevailed, as members of 
both chapters, including some of their wives, spoke with SG brother Drakos and heard his suggestions 
about contributing to the construction of St. Nicholas Orthodox Church at Ground Zero in New York City, 
retaining present-  and attracting new members, and early payment of annual dues.   An excellent evening 
was had by all.

Young and young at heart - all those attending - enjoyed Greek 
and American music selections made by chapter 277 very own DJ - 
brother Zack Theodosiadis.
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A
HEPA Derzis Chapter 438 proudly hosted its second Metro Chapters Banquet on October 18th, 
2016 to honor the Supreme Lodge President Andrew Zachariades.  In attendance were District #3 
Lodge Offi  cers, and members of local Metro Chapters.  At this event we also recognized Chapter 438 

Offi  cers for their tireless eff orts in promoting Hellenism throughout the Community.

The Banquet was catered by Nostos, (thank you Brother Peter Pagonis) with hors d’oeuvres (kefte, +++) 
and cordials served during our networking hour.  The dinner which followed included abundant wine and 
a choice of Salmon, Chicken, and Spanakopita, with sides and desert (portofi lo and galatobouriko).

The business meeting that followed opened with the Pledge of Allegiance and an Invocation by Father Cos-
ta, Brother Angelo Toutsi made a few announcements and acknowledgements for the event. Later in the 
Program, our Supreme President presented a status of AHEPA’s eff orts in promoting Hellenism, including 
fundraising eff orts for St Nicholas Greek Orthodox Church and Shrine. He also announced that the Con-
vention City for the 100th Anniversary of AHEPA was to be the founding city of Atlanta, Georgia in 2022. 
Other important topics covered by the Supreme President included the necessity for accommodation be-
tween newer/younger members of AHEPA and their senior counterparts.  Supreme President also ac-
knowledged the Chapters (30, 31, 79, 383, and 438) including their offi  cers and AHI (Nick Larigakis, CEO) 
all of whom were in attendance.  Time was left open for an open question and answer period wherein the 
overriding concern was how do we, as AHEPANs, sell our noble purpose to the Community at Large and 
the need to expand this dinner next year to include the Daughters of Penelope (DOP) and spouses of the 
Brothers.  

This was followed by Supreme President Zachariades and District #3 Governor Bill Bond presenting the 
District #3 Chapter of the Year Plaque to Peter N. Derzis 438 and District #3 President of the Year to John 
Papathanassiou for his eff orts in the start-up our local Sons of Pericles, Adelphia Chapter 335, and making 
evenings such as possible through our fundraisers.  

Derzis Chapter 438 is looking forward to next year’s expanded Honors Banquet and wishes to thank all the 
Brothers for making the proceedings of this evening a huge success. Please note that our next Community 
event for Chapter Networking is the District #3 Workshop that has been scheduled for February 25, 2017.

Peter Derzis, Chapter 438
Falls Church

Virginia

Chapter of the Year and President of the Year Presentation (L-R): Chapter President John Papatha-
nassiou, District Governor Bill Bond, and Supreme Governor Andrew Zachariades
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Constantine Anthony, Chapter 511
Ocean City

Maryland

(L to R): Chp.Pres. Nick Lazaridis, Supreme Governor  Reg.2 
Tony Drakos, Supreme Governor Region 2, PSG Reg.2 Jim 
Stasios, Past Supreme Governor Region 2, Mayor of Wilming-
ton Bill Saff o 

D
ear brothers in District 3, We, as your AHEPA brothers, wish you well and trust that you are recover-
ing from this monster storm of Hurricane Mathew.

Our Chapter was most fortunate this year to have a Beer Wagon at the SUNFEST 2016 in Ocean City, 
MD that took place September 22-25, 2016. Because of the great eff orts of our brothers, their relatives, and 
AHEPA friends, we were fortunate to have such an opportunity to raise funds for our JOHN STEPHANOS 
AHEPA Scholarship Fund. The results were phenomenal and truly outstanding. We were able to raise 
close to $15,000.00 based on net profi t and tips during that time, thus basically doubling this Endowment 
Fund.  In addition, AHEPA’s mission and the meaning of the letter “E” in our logo were made known to 
several of the visitors who were not familiar with AHEPA.

On July 17, 2016, brother Tom Stephanos, as  Chair of the Scholar-
ship Advisory Committee, made the presentation award for 2016 to 
Antonio Kokkinos. Antonio is anticipating becoming a High School 
Teacher by attending fi rst the Wor-Wic Community College and 
then transferring to Salisbury University, in Salisbury, MD. 

As a Chapter we look forward to having many more years of such 
AHEPA awards for our Orthodox youth.

Chapter 511 sends our best wishes to all our brothers in District 3.

Fraternally, Spyridon G. Papadopoulos, P.E., President

Photo: (L-R): The Very Rev. Archimandrite Vasilios Penderidis, St. Geor-
ge Greek Orthodox Church Ocean City, Maryland; Antonio Kokkinos, 
award recipient; and brother Thomas J. Stephanos, Chair of Scholarship 
Advisory Committee for the JOHN STEPHANOS AHEPA Scholarsip En-
dowment Fund.

Cape Fear, NC, Chapter 408 Cape Fear

North Carolina

T
he brothers of Cape Fear Chapter 408 in Wilmington, NC, were pleased to welcome Brother Tony 
Drakos, Supreme Governor of Region 2 (Districts 3 & 4), to Wilmington on October 28, 2016. Broth-
er Drakos was hosted at a luncheon at Chris’ Restaurant and was presented a book on Wilmington 

by Chapter President Nick Lazaridis and Past Supreme Governor Jim Stasios. Three-term mayor of Wilm-
ington and Brother Bill Saff o presented Brother Drakos an offi  cial letter of welcome from the city of Wilm-
ington. Brother Drakos had previously visited chapters in Raleigh and Durham, as well as Fayetteville. 

Supreme Governor Tony Drakos has lunch with members of 
Cape Fear Chapter 408 in Wilmington, NC
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